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INTER-AMERICAN HIGHWAY: The decision to build a great Pan-American Highway system tying
together far-flung ends of the Americas was ratified by the 21 affected nations at the International
Conference of American States in Buenos Aires in 1936, and construction began soon after. Today the
mostly paved network extends for 24,000 km from Fairbanks, Alaska to Ushuaia, Tierra del
Fuego—one of the world’s greatest road systems, running through an unequaled cross-section of
geography, climate and humanity. The backbone of Central America’s share of the Inter-American

Highway—CA-1—stretches 2460 km (1530 miles) from the Mexican border at La Mesilla to Panama

OCEANO

City, directly connecting all the region’s capital cities except Belmopan and Tegucigalpa; it is fully
paved but some sectors are in a sadly deteriorated condition. The highway continues a further 60
paved kilometres to Chepo, then as 224 km of marginal gravel to its present end at Yaviza, the goal of
linking with Columbia having so far been thwarted by the rugged terrain of the Darién ‘Gap’ and
international environmental pressure. CA-1 reaches its highest altitude (3670m) as it passes over the
bleak ridge (shining white with early-morning frosts) between Nahuala and San Cristébal Totonicapan,
Guatemala, a section aptly known as ‘Alaska’. It again lifts fog-shrouded heights near Villa Mills, Costa
Rica, as it crosses the Continental Divide at 3490m between Cartago and San Isidro de El General—a
far cry from the sweltering coastal plains of El Salvador and Panama. K.H.

BORDERS: Recently, long standing border disputes
have been resolved. We were unable to obtain
information sufficiently exact to plot them on this
edition of the map. We will change these borders
when more information is available. A.W.
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